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admission, and pre-application counseling; by high school counselors
for quidance of students regarding choice of post-secondary
education; and by othev agencies for research and policy plannina.
The unique aspects of the program are its early availability and its
inclusion nof nearly all high school duniors. It was concluded that
the values of the "every-student" statewide program Justify its
continuation, but that if it is to remain worthwhile, it nust be
strengthened in ways that will increase its relevance to student
decislions and decrease its duplication of other programs. Specific
recommendations for the achievement of this goal are vresented,
Statistical data on the test validities and corvelations and
interview summaries are included. (Ruthor/pPR)

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



EDO 47000

Y U 'S DEPARTMENT OF HEAI.TH EQUCATION
& WELFAR
OFFICE OFEDUCATIOM

THIS QOCUMENT HAS BEEN REPROCUCED
EXACTLY AS RECEIVED FROM THE PERSON OR
ORGANIZATION OR‘GINAT NG IT. POINTS OF
VIEW OR OPINIONS STATEQ DO NOT NECES
SARILY REPRESCNT OFFICIA L OFFICE OF EDL
CAT.ON POSITION OR POLICY

THE MEINNESOTA COLLEGE STATEUIDE TESTING PROGRAM-=1970:
Its Current Values and future Developmentl

Dallls K. Perry :
Student Counseling Bureau, University of Mlnnesota

Summar

This repurt preseats the results and conclusions of an evaluation of the Min-
nesota College Statewide Testing Program requested by the Comilttee on Minnesota
High Schooi-College Relations at 1ts Fall 1969 meeting., The evaluaticn Is based
on analysis.of the validities of statewide and natlional tests for predicting
freshman grades in Minnesota colleges, on interviews with directors of admission
end deans of students in Minnesota colleges, and on discussions with regional
gatherings of Minnesota kigh school counselors.

It was found that the Statewida College Testing Program continues to offer
valid scholastic aptitude measures which are used and valued by Hinnesota colleges
for recruiting, admission, and pre-application counseling; by high school counsel-
ors for guldance of students regarding cholce of post-secondary education; and
by other agencies for research and policy planning. The unique and especlally
valuable aspects of the program are Its early avallability and Its Incluslion of
nearly all Minnesota Juniors each year as a result of béing offered in school at
no cost to students. The program Is not extensively used in all Minnesota high
schools, however, and in those in which it is little used Its value Is questioned
on the grounds of lack of relevance to the decisions of many students and duplica-
tlon by national tests required of those for whom it is relevant. It is concluded
that the values of the every-student statewlde program justlfy Its continuation;
but, If 1t 1s to continue to reach every student and if It Is to contribute to
cordial rather than stralned relations between Minnesota high schcols and colleges,
It must be strengthened In ways that will Increase Its rclevance to student deci~
slons and decrease its dupllcatlon of other programs.

it s rr.ommended that.

1. The statewlde program should provide a wrltten descrlption and explanatlon
of the program to be given to each student in advance of testing. This leaflet
should chluda samples of both test and questlonna!re ltens.j‘

2. The statew!de program should provide an indivldual student report that will
Include a preliminary interpretation of the student's own results with refererce
to tha major categories of post-high school optinus avallable dand will direct him
to sources of more specific interpretive material, .

B R T T E e R I I . .
A report to the Minnesota Committee on High School-College Relatlons, October 14,
1970.
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3. The statewide program should estabiish a systematic procedure for contin-
uing feedback of information from Minnesota colleges and Area Schoolis so that
timely reports can be produced for the guldance of both Instituticns and students,

k. Minnesota colleges should accept the results of the statewide program as
the test component of thelr admisslon criterta for as many students as possible.

5. The content of the Statewide College Testing Program should be expanded
to include less difficult verbal materlal and coordinated with the vocational
testing prngram to form a single proqram with options for students of d!ffarent
interes's and abllitles. :

6. At the present time Mlnnesota education should take advantage of the offer~
ings of natlonal testing programs to provide guidance, placement, and Instltutlonal
descriptive Information needed to suppiement that from the statewide program.‘ In-
sofar as posslble this testing should follow admission decls!ors. .

7. A Technical Advisory Group shouid Le appolnted for the Statewlde Testing
Program to provide continulng consultetlon and guidance on the content and proces-
s s of the program, : .

introductlon

Dur!ng its ho years of existence the Hlnnesota Statewide College Testlng Program
nas becn modiffed In several ways in response to changing clrcumstanCes while it
has malntalned Its essentlal purpose of providing a measure of scholastic aptitude,
for.all Mlnnesota students, to all Mlanesota colleges. Additional modificatlons
are now required to cope with the. changes that are taking place in both high school
and post-high school educatlion. Thase changes .inctude large enroliment Increases °
and resulting higher admission standards In some colleges; increased concern for
the education of culturally different students- greatly expanded state coll.ge and
Junlor college systems; multiplication of natlonal testing programs; and rapld
growth of state vocational-technical schools. These changes have ‘made avallable
a wider range of institutlonal and curricular choice than ever bafore for students
varying greatly in abilities and interests. Current pre-college testing programs,
however, are oriented toward prediction of success in llberal: arts programs. Thus,
at a time when simultaneouslty Increasing diversity and enroliment pressures in
post-high school education make test-based guidance information more needed and
more important than ever, hlgh schodl students are faced with multiple testing
programs that repeatedly assess thelr aptitude for academic work but provide little
differential guldance for choosing among academic criterla, and little guidance
at all for the non-college-bound or vocat!onnlly orlented student. ' -

RN R ’

At the Sprlng 1969 meetlng of the Comm!ttee on Nlnnosota ngh School Coltege .
Relations a propostl was made to expand the statewlde program by Including differ-
ential abllity measures relevant to the vocational cholices of non-college=-bound
students. !t was proposed that the expansion begin with the use of eight tests
of the General Aptitude Test Battery, which had been found to be related to suc-

{
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cessful completion of programs In Minnesota Area Vocational-Technlcal Schools.
Before acting on the proposal the Committee asked the staff of the Minnesota State-
wide Testing Programs to ''make an evaluatlon of the Statewide (College)} Testing
Program In relation to other testing programs.'' Th-ee steps were taken to carry
out the requested evaluation: -

1. Data on flrst term grades of 1968 freshmen, which had been collected from
Minnesota colteges for revision of the statewide program expectancy tables, were
analyzed to determine current validities cf the Minneso.a Scholastic Aptitude Test
(MSAT), the CEEB Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT), the American College Test {ACT),
and hlgh scnool rank (HSR). With the changes that have taken place in both second-
ary and higher educatlon In recent years, re-establishing the valldity of these
scholastic aptitude Indexes was consldered fundanmntal to evaluatlon of the pro-
grams based on them. -

2. Directors of admission or deans of students In Minnesota colleges were Indi-
vidually interviewed. Twenty-five campuses were visited, 18 were interviewed by
telephone, and three others submitted letters comprehensive cnough so that further
contact was unnecessary. In addition to these specific Interviews, contacts with
representatives of the Higher Educat!lin Coordinating Commission, the State Junior
College System, and the Area Vocattonal-Technlical School system provided Informa~
tion on the uses of the testing programs In these organizations.

3. Olscusslons were held with 11 groups of about 10-15 high school counselors
each in regional meetings throughout the state. The discussions covered the ways
the test information is used In the high schools, perceptions of values and prob-
lems, and possible changes and Improvements In the programs,

Results of these efforts are summarized in this report. With the exception o7
the validity coefficients there are no ""hard' data., The findings amount to & non-
quantltatlve account of practices and opintons. Certain ldeas seem to be consle-
ten’ v enough represented, however, to support both concluslons and recommendations
for i ) future of the statewlde program. - -

in addition to the steps described above a questionnaire survey sponsored by the
- Testing Committee of the Hinnesota Crunselors Associatlion and the Pupll Personnel
Services Section of tiia Minnesata Department of Education was distributed to high
school counselors. When the rasults of this survey, covering applications of 'out-
side'! eleventh and twelfth-grace testing programs In the high schools, =are available,
they shou!d supply addltlonal guldance for the programs.

’!”\p : : Indlngs
ValldltlAnalysts o n '

f

Valldlty coefflclewts of HSR, HSAT ACT, and SAT, and multlple correlations of
each test and HSR with freshmen grados. are given in Table 1 for males and Table 2
for females. The tables show that:
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1. As is usuaIIQ found In such studies, grades of women are more predictable
than those of men, and HSR Is generally the best single predictor.

2, Validity coefficients are quite consistent among state colleges but tend to
vary more within other groups of instltutions, Median valliditias for all types of
institutions are similar, except the Unlverslty of Mlnnesota, for which the median
ccefficlents are somewhat Iower.

3. In the state junlor colleges MSAT and-ACT have approxlmately equlvalent va-
lidities in general, wharcas In the University and In state and private colleges
ACT has somewhat higher validities. The validities of MSAT and SAT in the private
colleges are similar. ' ‘ ‘ '

4, In comblnatlon with HSR, MSAT and elther national program--ACT or CEEB~=-have
essentially the same valldlties.

Comparisons among the val!dlty coeff!clents must be Interpreted cautlously because
the Influences of selection on these variables undoubtedly affect the results. The
validities for several colleges of the unlversity are most likely lowered by sclec~
tion of both MSAT and HSR, and similar selection on SAT and HSR would tend to reduce
validities In the private ¢olleges, Eoth self-selection by students and explicit
selectlan by the colleges occur and thelr influences cannot Le preclsely estimated.

The overa!l re~ults of the vallolty analysls indicate that MSAT, ACT, and SAT
continue to be valid predictors of college grades and, therefore, can serve as use-
ful alds in decisfons abuut college attendance by both colleges ani students,

College Applications

tnterviews with college admissions offlcers, deans of students, and counselors
revealed that there Is wide.varliation among colleges in.the extent to which they
make use of the Statewide Testing Program or of national testing programs, This var-
latlon occurs wmong Institutions of each iype and wlth respect to each klnd of
appllcatlon of the progtom,

The most extenslve use of the statewide program Is In recrultlng. tt 1s mot Just
the names and addr>ss of students that serve this function; but, rather, the two
- scholastic aptltuda .Indexes (MSAT and HSR}, expression of coliege cholce, occupa=~
tlonal cholce, and rellglous preference all play Important parts in helping colleges
Ident1fy students for whom thelr programs may be of particular interest and whom they
wish to Infom about the collega.  Nearly all the private colleges use the statewlde
program In thls way. About half the university and state colleges and a few of the
state junlor colleges do so also. The Importance ascribed to this application varles.
but some Institutlons rely heavily on the statewide progran for this purpose and
regard It as an essential aspect of their operations. The opportunity to Inform po-
tential students about various collegliate programs 1s considered by the college
offéclals to be highly desirsble and most worthwhlle for’ both the coIIege and the
students.




TABLE |
1968 MALES

Correlations of HSR and Scholastic Aptitude Scores

~with First Quarter: Grades In Minngsota Uolleges

Type of School - N

Private Liberal Arts

[ . 178
2 100
3 72
& 17
5 - 94
) 190
7 110
8 127
12 238
13 123
17 312
18 16
20 33

Medlan

University of MHlnnesota

234
1765
20!
463
590
636
229
18!

W RNAIVILEN -

Median

State Colleges

] 360
2 927
3 U4
4 916
5 270
d

valldity Coefflicients

 Mul3Lple Correlations

HSR
, +

HSR  MSAT  ACT-C _ SAT-V _ SAT=M  HSAT ACT or SAT
.54 .Si .32 A .55 .57
.61 R 50 k2 .62 .66
.27 A - ' .49

.52 .46 .56 _ +57 .60
T .62 13 g .75 .79
.50 43 .38 .43 .56 .58
.56 43 b5 .33 .60 .62
.50 ST 3527 .53 .55
46 25 .25 .19 48 BT
.59 34 43 ‘ .59 .60
.50 N B A6 b2 .57 .57
'65 076 '7" . - 086 077
.55 16 .27 .01 .57 .57
.54 R .65 .37 .37 .57 .59
.54 .36 .45 .57 .58
-"0 -35 c"Z 01'8 -"9
Ay .38 .34 .56 L8
.31 A7 .35 .35 A3
-38 -3" -“o . ".,‘ . ."7
.51 L .50 55 56
.50 42 45 .58 56
4 .28 343 b .343
42 .36 A2 .52 49
.56 42 .50,l 60 'G‘h
.50 .36 .26 .52 .51
.35 43 .52 .59 .62
.52 .32 .39 .Sh .Sh
42 40 b .50 .50
.52 40 b 54 .54



TABLE 1 (cont'd)

1963 MALES
Correlatjons of HSR and Scholastic Aptitude Scores
with First Quarter Grades in Minnesota Colleges

Type of School H Validity Coefficlents Multiple Correlations
' H3R HSR
+
: HSR MSAT ACT-C SAT-V SAT-M  MSAT ACT or SAT
State Jr. Collegyes

l 196 .60 .50 .58 : .62 .64

3 32 .66 .51 Al .69 .68

4 6) .64 2 Y .66 .65

6 14 .52 .35 Ll .52 +53

7 144 .50 4o .37 .51 .50

8 106 .57 b .34 . .58 .57

9 ' 258 A2 .28 .28 A2 Y

10 151 .58 .38 A7 . .58 .58
h 157 A5 .35 Ab 48 .50
12 149 .67 bt .68 .67 .75
15 Wy 37 a3 .ob _ .37 .38

16 - 8% .53 .57 .61

17 321 .31 .29 .31 .36 .35
18 N .39 .25 .32 N7 W42

19 461 .34 .26 322 .37 .372

20 301 .32 .10 Lhob .33 .356
21 4o .55 A9 .40 .56 .55
Meaian .52 .39 40 .52 .52

Private Jr, Colteges

2 20! .66 A6 47 7 .67
14 w! .7 .31 42 .77 .76

------------------------------

| Two classes (1967, 1968) included
Transfer courses only

3 NSO

b N=375

5 Ne388

6 nm269




TABLE 2

" 1968 FEMALES" ~
Correlations of HSR and Scholastic Aptltude Scores
" with First Quarter G(ades_ln Mlppgaqca Colleges

Type of Schoo)l = N o Validity Coefficients Multiple Correlations
+. Cn
: : HSR MSAT ACT-C  SAT-V SAT-M  MSAT ACT or SAT
Private Llberal Arts o ] ‘ -
1 205 47 .45 "3 - .30 . .50 .52
2 ‘ 138 A9 .50 .60 .32 0 L.E8 .65
3 . 23 .54 .20 L .55 ‘
4 193 .66 .56 .51 E .69 .67
5 - 1200 .55 .53 .61 - .60 64
6 ‘._ 235 ."8 -38 - -hl -“5 '-52 156
7 N lll 350 .1'2 R .38 : .2“ -56 057
8 142 .31 .28 -~ .38 - .18 .37 . Gk
10 257! .55 47 .39 A2 L6} . .59
II 2'7 -56 01.6 . o““ ' -“3 ’ o6| .6‘
18 381 ¥ 63 . ‘ - ..78 .80
20 11 .Gt 67 N 11 .63 M .78
15 167! .55 NI TR : .60 .61
Hedian -55 01‘6 056 ' . ."0 . -37 -60 .6'

University of Minnesota

| 179 .58 .39 .53 . .59 .62
2 1948 46 b 49 .56 RT3
3 31! .28 56 .67 .61 67
4 sol .48 .27 60 . .53 .70
5 287 .26 .30 .37 : .40 .45
6 23 43 A 67 72 .67
7 561 .60 .59 62 67 .68
8 165 .57 Ak A5 .62 .61
9 200 -,07 A7 .083 .28 . .223
Median T b .53 .59 .62
State Colleges
| 356 .57 A3 .55k .59 '63b
2 1079 356 .h" '55 '59 o6|
3 430 .55 R .45 .59 .58
b 1004 .51 43 47 .56 .58
5 361 .59 49 .53 .64 .64
Median .56 Y .53 .59 .61




TABLE 2 (cont'd)

Correlations of HSR and Scholastic Aptitude Scores
with First Quarter Grades In Minnesota Co!leges

Type of School N Validity Coefficients Multiple Correlations
HSR HSR
+ +
HSR MSAT ACT-C  SAT-V  SAT-M  HSAY ACT or SAT
State Junior Colleges

| 156 .72 .55 .56 .73 .73

3 65 .54 .55 42 .59 .56

b 35 .66 .5k ,63° .68 .72°

6 68 1 .54 .74 .73 .81

7 156 59 .50 A5 .61 .59

8 53 .62 .61 .61 ' .69 .67

9 272 Aho .30 .32 L2 Al

10 121 .60 Ak ] ‘ .62 .63
11 69 . .51 45 45 .54 .52
12 76 .64 .36 .39 .65 .65
15 60 .28 .23 .19 .33 .32

16 47 .63 .58 .66

17 200 .50 .35 45 .52 .53
18 172 .38 .35 .38 43 A4
19 - 200 .61 b0 R .62 .62
20 174 49 .34 .38 .51 .51
21 bo .75 46 A7 75 .76
Median .60 A5 45 .62 .60

Private Junior Colleges

2 2l .88 1 .76 .88 .88
13 19 .33 .22 .29 .39 .39
22 125 .55 A2 46 .59 .58

) Two Classes (1967-1968) Included

+ Transfer course only

3 N=18

4 Ne4i79

5 N=33
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Statewide program data are lmportant parts of the adwisslion process In many
Minnesota colieges. The data are expliclt admission criteria for several colleges;
and at stll} others they are acceptable criteria for early adnission or In cases
where national test scores are missing. In most Hinnesota colleges the statewide
data are used as confirmation of other evidence, to aid decisions in marginal cases,
or to resolve discrepancies in other informatlion. . The availability of scores from
more than one test Is welcomed.

Statewide program data are widely used by Minnesota collegas in pre-application
counseling. By supplylng the baslis for assured responses to inquirles and recommen-
dations the results enable colleges to save potential applicants cornsiderable time
and money. The self-selection that takes place with respect to the explicit admis-
sfon criteria of the unlversity is another aspect of this function. Pre-admission
counseling Is considered a most Important appllication of the test results.

Placement of entering frzshmen, cspecially In English and mathemai!cs courses, Is
"an Jmportant application of both ACT and CEEB achiecvemant tests, but inany colleges -
do not use the results in this way. In those that do, especlally the junior colleges,
the test results often provide guldance for course selection rather than prescribzd
cutting pcints for course asslgnment.

In addition to the recrultlng, admissfon, counseling, and placement applications
of the test results with respect to individual students, the group descriptions pro-
vided by both stctewide and natlonal programs are most Important. For many junlor
colleges, which lack the resources to conduct such studies themselves, the profile
of backarounds and abtlities of their entering students that is available at no cost
to the colleges through ACT research services is the greatest value of the ACT pro-
gram. For agenclies with statewide responsibility, such as the Minnesota Higher
Educatlon Coordinating Commission, the every-student coverage of the statewide pro-
gram, which provides information for non-college youth as well as for students In
a1l MInnesote post-secondary Institutions, makes this program especially valuable
for research and planning studies.

in summary, the Statewide Testlng Program continues to serve a variety of pur-
poses, differiny In nature and extent from one Minnesota college to another, both
within and between types of institutions. Some of these purposes partlally overlap
those of the natlonal testing programs and others do not. in particular the recruit-
Ing, pre-application counsellng, and statewide research functions are unlquely served
by the every-student statewlide program, v\lich is adminlstered in schools et no cost
to students. Admission of out-of-state students {and of Minnesota students to out-
of-state schools) and 2dmlssion to technical progrems, differential placement in
mathematics, sclence, or language courses, and contlnulng descripticns of student
bodies are functions now served by the natlonal tes:iny programs with their multipte
scores aid elaborate research services. Admission of Minnesote students to liberal
arts programs Is served equally well by natlonal and statewlde prog -ums.
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High School Applications

Discusslons with high school counselors dealt prlmar!ly wlth preparatlon of stu-
dents for testing, uses of Interpretive aids, uses of questionnatre information,
administrative problems in testing, and posslble changes In content of the statewide
program,

At present there fs little advance preparation of students for participation in
the Statewide Testing Program, Most schools announce the date of the test in advance
and provide varying amounis of explanation of the purposes and uses of the program,

_Written explanations are rare, Needs were expressed both for a standard written ex-
planation that can be glven to studeats and for sampte questions so students would
know better what to expect. Advance distribution of questlonnalre items so that
students can prepare their responses and thus speed up questionnaire completion was
generally supported, although some counsdors belleve such a procedurs would distort
‘results and contrlbute relatively little savlng of admlnlstratlon tlme.

Technlques of reporting statewlde teﬁ:results vary wlde!y. I f there is a typ-
ical procedure, It Is to announce that the results are available and Invite students
to see the counszlor If they are Interested in them. . Many schools. distribute infor-
matton booklets or leaflets, some specifically about the test results, others more
generally concerned wlth college choice and/or post-high school planning in general,

l'(:omm-only, but not always, these forms have space for the students' own scores, which
"may be recorded by the student himself duing a counseling Interview or posted In
“advance by means of one of the score labels supplied by the program. Although some
" ccunselors attempt to reach every student, and sometimes the student!s parents, wlth
an Indivldual planning session, more commonly It is only the students wio respond
to the ‘Invitation who are seen. Speclal cails may also be made to those known to
be planning on college.  If test results are not reported to-all students, they are
likely to be Interpreted to a student only when they are relevant to his plans. Par-
tlcular concern was eypressed about ways of Interpreting very low scores and about
the undeslrabllfity of reporting another '"failure' to students for whose plans the
informatlion Is not relevant. Relatlvely little group test score interpretation was
reported although student groups, usually English or socio) studies classes, are
used to distribute lesflats, announce theavallabll!s« of test results, and discuss
general concepts of post-high school planningand test score interpretation, such
as percentlie ranks. - The varlations In nature and extent of score reporting appear
. to reflect both the amounts of time counselors have avallable to interv’ew students
indlvidually and the counselors' points o view regarding the value and relevance
of the scores for all students. Beginnirgpost-high school counseling during the
Juntor year or In the following summer appears to be common enough to make early
score reports hlghly des!rable. o

_ An almost unlvorsol and frequently nxiuslve. interoretation of the statewlde

. test results Is in terms of the College Aptitude Rating (CAR), which Is formed by
averaging the HSR and MSAT college percentlle rank and I3 speclfled as an admlission
criterlon for several colleges of the Unlversity of Minnesota. A need was expressed
for Information on how other colleges use the test resutts so that interpretation
of the results In relatlon to cotlege cholice wli! be more flemly grounded. The

ERIG - 10
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expectancy tables for grades in each Minnesota college, based on MSAT and HSR, are
regarded as exceedingly valuable, -but they must be updated more - frequently if coun-
selors are to rely on them. The similar information reported for each student by
ACT seems to be lnfrequently consulted because it Is not conslstently available for
all colleges. ‘ :

B

At present the sumnarles of questlonnalre Informatlon provlded for each school
are generally examined as a matter of Interest, but .little ‘application is made of
the results, The possiblility of supplying schools with individual student reports
of .questionnaire resgonses Is generally regarded as worthwhile by counselors In
large schools; whereas such reports would have less value in small schools where
" counselors tend to have such Informatlon already.- v

L

Admlnlstratlon of the statewlde proaram Is a problem in some schools. Two kinds
of difficulty were reported. The first Is that ¢f providing an uninterrupted block
of time for junlors to complete the MSAT and accompziying questlonnaire without
disrupting the schedule of the ecatire school. This prodlein seems most acute in

 large schools -with complux scharules and severe space {inmitations. The second dif-
ficulty arises from student attitudes toward testing, which may appear as a general-
~ Ized resistunce to tests or as apathy and lack of effcrt on the part of students for
- whom the present MSAT .ls extremely difficult. The questionnalire also presents some
students with questions about their post-hlgh school plans to which they have not
~ yet.glven sufficlent consideration to respond easily, and this part of the program
«+" " Is sometimes time-consuming and frustrating to students. Admlnistrative problems
are not necessarlly wildespread. Many schools reported nb reslstance to the tests,
and many also encouraged the administration of the Vocational Testing Program dur-
Ing school time rather -than on Saturdays, s0 - that It would reach more of the students
: for whom lt Is lntended R o :

Ly . . 1
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Program Values '« @@ : : ;'-" o e -'v - \:

- The Statewlde College Testing Program continues to offer valld scholastic aptl-
"tude measures which are used and valued by Minnesota colleges for recrviting,
©. aumission, and pre-application counseling; by high school counselors for guidance
~ of g:udents regarding cholce of post-secondary education; and by other agencics for
weanesvzh and pollcyiplanning. The:unique and especlally valuable asperts ~b (ha
“7opregeaa are Its early avallabllity and 1ts Inclusion of nearly all Minnzsate jui-iors
vAch year as a result of belng offered In school at no cost to students, ‘1« 1oy
“ioerort 1s not extenslvely used in all Minnesota high schools, however, and in tndto
“n‘vhich 1t Is little used Its value Is questioned on the groundsof lack of rele-
-vonge to the declslons of many students and dupllcatlon by natlonal tests requlred
“of those for whom it ls relevant,: 'u .. e Lot ol S
ST PR IRTENNLE INCMY IOV W oo ity i “ B N PRI [T o, )
The natlonal programs also have uniquely valuable aspects, the most obvlous of
which Is thelr national scope, which makes them accessible to non-Minnesota students
b end makes possible comparisons with non-Hlnnesota institutions, “Also valued are
‘ thelr multlple scorss, extensive s.rvlces, and clearer motlvatlonal stctus. result-

’J'l"t‘ v i pe Xr“ea".., Yt Voot tinedan oy n Ll g
. 4"--‘.
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ing from the fact that each student initiates the testing for specific purposes of
his own after havlng reached some tentative decislons.

it is clear that neither the statewlde program or any national program has or
will have all of “he advantages of both programs, The statewlide program cannot be
national in scope. The national programs, dependent on s 3Jent fees, cannot give
every-student coverage., Ho single test administration can be both early, supplying
informatlon for Initial contacts and preliminary decisions, and late, reflecting
greater motivation. The values of the every-student statewide program justify its
coatinuation; but, If it is to continue to reach every student and if it is to con-
“tribute to.cordial rather than strained relations hetween Iflnnesota high schools
and colleges, it must be strengthened in ways that wil) Increase its relevance to
student decuslons and decrease its dupllcation of other programs.

Acceptance of Statewnde Results

One effectlve way to strengthen the program is to increase its acceptance In
.-admission processes of Hlnnesota colleges. The requirement that students take addi-
tlonal admissions tests, differfng from one college to another but measurlng essen-
tlally the same thing, Is difficult to justify and explain when the evidence indicate
that the statewide results are Just as valid for most colleges. I|f more Minnesota
colleges accepted the statewlde results as the test component of th~i- admission
criteria for Minnesota applicants, the students would face fewer tests in advance

of thelr final college decislon, and the relevance of the statewlde program to their
declslons would be clearer. In partlcular- T . o

C 8. State college admlsslon criterfa for students In the lower half of their
high school class could be specifled in terms of statewlde test scores instesd of,
or In addition to, ACT scores. Although the validities of MSAT alone for grades
in the state colleges are somewhat lcwer than the vallditles of ACT-C alone, the
similar multiple correlations in comblnatlion with HSR suggest that MSAT should be
as satisfactory a criterlon as ACT-C for students not admissible on HSR alone,

b. Liberal arts colleges could admit clearly eligible Minnesota students (and
reject clearly ineligible students) on the basls of Minnesota data only, using a
procedure analogous to early decision plans, Under this procedure declsions vould
be made for early applylng students whose MSAT scores anc high school grades were
consistently high or consistently low without requiring thelr prior particlpation
In a national program, A correlation of .7 between MSAT and SAT-V scores for Min-~
nesota college freshmen, undoubtedly attenuated by selectlon from a higher value
for applicents, suggests that most declislons would be the same under this procedure
as they are now and the Incentive of avolding an additlional test might stimulate
earller applications. For students in the mid-range or with discrepant scholastlic
indices, natlonal test program scores would be required, Such procedures, of course,
might not be feasible for colleges wlth very high out-of state enrollments or other
speclel clrcumstances. w ul it S aete EIV R

r ¥ Gl OF e an ! : I
The suggested acceptonce of statewlde results for admlsslon does not Imply that
. any colleget!s current participation In & national testing program should be aban-
doned, Glven the complexity of post-secondary cholces faclng high school students
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it Is unlikely that a single test or battery of tests given in the junior year can
satisfy the testing needs of all students with respect to al} kinds of post-second-
ary institutions. The guldance, placement, and iastitutional descr’ption needs of
speciflc croups of students and kinds of Institutions can probably best be met by
utilizing the resources and sophisticated technology of various national programs--
ACT for some colieges, CEEB tests for others, the Comparative Guidance and Placemeit
program for still others, But to minimize redundancy these programs, for as many
students as possible, should follow both the students and the collcge's ceclsions,
so that each student needs to partitipate only in the program that provides guidance
and placement Information appropriate to the institution he will dsfinitely attend.
Such participation will enable colleges to continue receiving the student descrip-
tIve sumwarles regarded by many schools as the most useful product of these programs,

Statewlde Program Conten'

it follows that the conteh. of the’ statewlde program should be desluned to.

a. Support college admlsslon declslons. L
b, Help_ 'students choose post- secondary educatlonal programs by enabllng them
to assess thelr interests and abllitles in relation to those ‘appropriate for dlffer-
_ent types of Instltutlons, speclflc schools or colleges, and major programs of study.

The present staiewide tast, MSAT, s an effectlve instrument for these purposes

, because it Is economical In both time and financlal cost, yet it clearly reflects
differences among colleges and Is a valid predictor of grades within colleges. Thus
It provldes sound guldance for both edmlsslon deolslons end student cholces.‘_(

The most obvlous Course therefore, is to contlnue the program as It stands,
requesting every student to complete the ¥SAT and background questlonnelre. The
advantage of this course s that it contlnues the present values of the program
wlthout added effort or expense.' The disadvantage is that it does nothing to make
the program more relevant to $tudents not considering )iberal arts programs, and
this lack of relevance Is llkely to lead to increasing resistance to, and defec-
tlons’ from. the’ program to an extent that wlll jeopardlze Its key every-student
feeture._ s P . ‘ -

P A 2 I].g‘ " h) r,,.:» o o I_.I RECTL TR R % FIRE .

To overcome “the’ llmltatlons of the HSA? will requlre addltlonel test oontent of
at least two kinds, The first Is an extended range of verbal msterial’ ‘to provide a
good measure ‘of verbal abfllity and a less defeattdy experizncé for studénts for whom
the present MSAT 13 too difficult. To avold Incressing the length’ end ‘testing time
of MSAT or réducing 1ts discriminating powér at the ’Gpper levels someivariation of
a branching strategy might be'utlllzed to direct- students to sets of test [tems whict
differ In dlf‘lculiy but ate scored on the samé scals: 'Elther pre-teét Items or
prior Information atout the students could be used as the basls for branching. Ffor
example, students whosa grades are in the top half of thelr class might take the
present MSAT, which méasures verbal abllity well fo+ the'average ¢dllebe student
and also dlscrlmlnates offectively among thé most able.  Students in the lower half
of the cless would take a slnllar fost uhlch would measure udll for the everege

PN LS P R S L P AR Y T S SN B PR
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college student but also would assess reading comprehension at the levels needed

to understand vocational training materials. The tests would overlap considerably
In the midile abllity range and would be scaled appropriately so that only the most
able or least able students would be expected to obtaln dl fferent scaled scores on
the two tests, . . )

Stﬁdents who seek a college education have>oppo;tunltles to narrow.thelr focus

" of study and their career cholces as they advance. Students who seek Immediate

employment or vocational tralning must make equally significant and often more
immedlate decisions. For these students differential ability measures obtained In
advance of the senior year are needed. To begin meeting this need the Statewide
Vocational Testing Program was sponsored by the Division of Vocationol Education
beginning in the 1969-70 school year. Under this prograr students were offered
eight subtests of the General Aptitude Test Battery at n~ charge, and the resuits
vere sent to the students' high schools and chosen vocaticna: schools for use in
post-high school planning. Continuation of this program, more closely coordinated
with the college program is indicated. This coordination should Include more flex-
ible test administration arrangements, Including administration in high schools In
additlon to test centers, and dist-'bution of vncational test results as needed to
colleges, especially junior col|eges. The vocational tests might best be viewed
as an option In the College Testing Frogram perhaps under a new name for the pro-
gram which would indicate its relevance to post- high school plans of all students,
not Just those college-bound . .

Perhaps the most useful supplement to the verbal and dlfferentlal ability tests
for student guldance would be Interest measures. The Strong Vocational interest
Blank (SVIB) was among the first Instruments offered when the High School Statewide
Testing Program grew out of the college program In 1949, and the Minnesota Voca-
tional Interest Inventory (MVII) was added in 1966. About 25,000 inventories,
mostly SVIB's, are administered to high school senlors each year, and about one-
fourth of enterlng Unlversity of Hinaesota freshmen have taken an SVIB In high
school, Despite the Increasing Importance of vocational educatfon and the
increased Information avallable on the MVII, it has not been widely adopted. It
Is llkely that many more students, both college-bound and others, could beneflt
from Information about thelr’ Interests as they make post-high school plans. Be-
cause Interest scores are not needed by post-high school instltutions for thelr
recrulting and admission operatlons, the provision of Interest measures for high

.1school students has been up to each high school, using the services of the High
.. School Statewlde Tastlng Progt . Contlnuation of this arrangement for the pre-

sent .seem approprlate, but perhaps more can be done to disseminate information
on the relevance of Interest sqores to occupational currlcula end to encourage

. thclr use, Administration uf the Inventories In late spring so that the results

would be Immediately ava!labie with final MSAT reports at the start of the senlor

:L‘ :‘\: SR rieetr e ot \Hs', Oty

" Finally, th statewlde ¢ progran should take the Inltlative In seeking wa¥s to
for whom, for whatever reasons, the usual scholastlc aptitude

Indexes are lnva]fd, This offTrt wll] Vikely require the incluslon of experl-

mental test or inventory material in the junior-year battery from time to time.
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The testing conflyuration for Minnesota junlors and senlors that emerges from
the above suggestlons Is as follows: )

Junior Year W

-Jan-Mar: AII students comp!ete questIonnaIre. one of two Ievels of MSAT,
. and occasslonal experimental materlal, Students considering
. vocational training or immediate employment contlnue wIth mul ;-
ple aptltude tes*s,

Mar-Apr: PrelImInary reports, including student interpretive materIaI,
. returned to asslst In early planning and cholce of Interest Inven~
: tory. )

May- o Most students take eIther svie or MVII.
' SenIor Year L L ' '

L

Sept. . i Interest prontes and flnal MSAT reports, Includlng HSR, returned

to assist In flnal college or vocational school choice and appl!-
catlon.

Sept-Nov- Makeup and retests for students who missed junlor year tests or
L whose plans suggest dlfferent tests, . ‘

L Oct-ﬂay After fInaI cholce Is made and entrance Is assured students
: s take guldanoo tests requlred by thelr respectlve Instltutlons.
. . .

ContInuatIon of the statewlda program does not necessarlly Imp!y contlnued reltl-
ance on the MSAT, elther as it stands or In a two-level form as suggested above.
An obvlous aIternatIve Is to substitute the test of one of the natlonal programs.

© The ACT tests have been proposed as a replacement of MSAT because they currently

: are .required of the largest number of Minnesota freshmen. Such a substitution
would combiné the national prcgram advanteges of natlonal scope and comparablillty,
multiple-scores, and extenslve services wita the statewlde program advantages of
early avallability and every-student coverage; and at the same time It would
reduce the number of testing programs requlred of many students., The disadvan-

. tages ‘are first, that testing time In the every-student program would Incresse
markedly; but thore would still te Inadequate coverage of abilltles of less able
students, and second, that the ACT program costs 12 times what the present state-
wide program does per student tested, The substantlially Increased program costs
{n both time and money would occur wlthout meeting the needs for measures elther
of Interests or of abllitles of vocationally orlented students, - ... | -

Finally, It would even be posslble to continue the statewide program without
actually administering @ test as part of ft., it |s well known that the best pre-
dlictor of college performance Is high school grades. Although the tests offer a
valid and difrecent plcture of stulents' abilitles, the add relatively llittle to
overal! prudictabllity, Furthermore, most hlgh schools alrepdy have records of

c L
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scores on several tests, both aptitude and achievement, for their students by the
time they complete the 1ith grade; and it is known that these scores are highly
related to the college aptitude measures, Under this plan the statewide program
would become an Information gathering, coordinating, analyzing, anrd reporting
agency, administering a questlionnaire to all juniors and collating thelr existing
test scores and high school grades iInto a report of scholtastic aptitude for each
student, The primary advantage of this plan s the reduction in both amount and
overlapping of testing requlred of students, The disadvantages are the lack of
complete information for all students and the inconsistency of information. Regard-
less of the validity coefficlents that might be drmonstrated, colleges wotld be
understandably reluctant to make flrm decislions or, the basis of varying test infor-
mation obtalned at varying times in high school under motivational conditions even
less clear than in the present statewide program. Furtermore, many students would
be offered even less guidance information than they now have. Finally, there Is

a trend toward less testing In the schools and toward changes in marking practices
that are likely to reduce the validity of high school grades as measures of academic
potentlal, These trends many eliminate for many studerts the basic data on which
this plan would rely, Before any attempt Is made to implement this ptan, the spe~
clflc research on whlch it would be founded would have to be completed

Communlcatlon

Regardless of the content of the statewide program, It must have better communt-
cation and Information exchange., Students need better explanations of why the test
Is given, how the results are used, and what the significance of thelr own scores
is. Counselors need more Information about how each college uses the scores and
how Individual scores should be interpreted with resped to students' chances of

_acceptance and success In each college. Colleges need more Information about ihe
'characterlstlcs of thelr onn students as represented In statewlde progrun dete.
Vot v

These needs can be met in part by the preparatlon of materlel based on exlstlng
data. A pre-test leaflet for students would partially standardize the explanatlion
of the testing program glven students and might allevids anxlety and expsdite test
adminlstration., Post-test reports, summarizing Informatlon for dlfferent types of
post-hlgh school Institutions would offer a starting polnt for interpretatior of
test results by counselors and leads to eddltlonel sources of lnformntlon.

revhou i o0 e s ¥ e Nanie ot Jasnary Laide Yoo ¢ RN

Further understanding of the slgnlflcance of the test - results wlll requlre addi -
tlonal data. To obtaln thls Informatlion timely reports of the followlng klnds

should be Produced bv the program--*‘ SRR IR KRS ETE B T S T
3.‘3\”[ SEHT RN T DR TR H R I F R ST S S TP
Descrlptlons of the abllltlos and beckground charecterlstlcs of enterlng
freshmen In each institution, v tre ¢l g, t0 e b diti o 1 Lt .

' b.'” Relatlonshlips of progrsm measures to scceptance, entrance, grades, con-
tinuation, end greduatlon In each instltutlon, . +5> 1393 & [oaviacsatis (iica s
LS s AR I L I A R L A N S aading easfioy Yeoan

“ Ralatlionshlps of program measures to entrance imp and success In major -
types of programs in homogenous groups of Institutions. .y.iff: A0
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d. Relatlonships of program measures to degree completion across Institutions,

This kind of information exchange implies a greater willingness on the part of
colleges to share Information about themselves with students In return for the
informatfon they receive about students. It also implies a much more Intensive
and continuing Information gathering, analyzlng, and reporting system than has
hitherto been part of the statewlde program. This system will support more com=-
prehensive studles of higher education hy colleges and educational planners, and
it also will enable high schools to make more comprehensive investigations of what
becomes of their students, with far less effort than Is now required, '

Technical Guidance

Accompllshing changes of the nature suggested in both test. content and infor~
mation collection and reporting of the statewide program will require not only.
careful planning and Intensive effort by the statewide program staff but also con-
tinuing technical advice and counsel from the operating users of the program:
counselors, admissions officers, and institutional researchers. .The pollcy guid-
ance provided for the program by the Committee on Minnesota High School-College
Relations Is indispensable; but, as major changes are made, this guidance should
be supplemented by more frequent and more detailled consultatlon between program
staff and users. ldentificatlon of a group of persons who combine responsibility
for application of statewlde program results in thelr Institutfons with techaical
competence In elther psychometrics or educational information processing, who .
represent all segments of Minnesota education, and who would advise on program
‘changos at all stages of development woul! be most helpful

Financlag* . "+ . "' :

. Expanslon of the content and communications of the statewlde program wlll re-
quire additional funds., The program 1s currently financed by apportloning costs
among members of the Assoclation of Minnesota Colleges according to the propor-
tlon of freshmen from Minnesota entering each college each year, Desplte the -
variatlons among institutlons In use mada of the progray there appears to be con-
tinued wlilingness to support the program at the present level! In this manner,

To the extent that Improvements in the program benefit the Area Vocatlonal-Tech-
nical Schools and thelr students, this growlng segment of Minnesota education can
be expected to support the program at a comparable rate. If the program provides

Increased benefits to more high school students, flnancial support from the State
Department of Education would be appropriate. Flnally, the rellance of the Hlgher
Education Coordinating Commission on statewlde program data for both Its policy
studles and Its scholarship program might reasonably be reflected In financlal
support for the program, |f widespread agreement can be achieved on the directlon
in which the program should move, sufficlent flnanclal support for the needed
changes should be avallable from these sources,
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Recommendatlions

|. The statewlde program should provldeva written description and explanation
of the program to be glven to each student in advance of testing. This leaflet
should Include samples of both test and questionnaire items,

2. The statewide program should provide an individual student renort that will
include a preliminary interpretation of the student's own results wi.n reference
to the major categorles of post-high school options avallable and will direct him
to sources of more specific Interpretive materlal,

3. The statewlde program should establish a systematlc procedure for continu-
ing feedback of Information from Minnesota collages and Area Schools so that timely
- reports can be produced for the guldance of both institutlons and students.
b, Mlnnésota.colleges should accept the results of the statewide program as
the test component of their admisston criterla for as many students as posslblq.

5. The content of the Statewide College Testing Prugram should be expanded
to include less difflcult verbal material and coordinated with the vocational
testing program to form a single program with options for students of different
interests and abilitles. . ; - . . i . o

6. At the present time Minnesota education should take advantage of the
offerings of natlonal testing programs to provide guidance, placement, and [nsti-
tutfonal descriptive information needed to supplement that from the statewide
program. Insofar as possible this testing should follow admlssion decisions.

] 7. A Tehhﬁ!cal_Advisbry Grodp should be abpolnted for the Stétewldé'Testlng
Program to provide continulng consultation and guldance on the content and proces-
ses of the program. . ... - . : . - ) : )
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APPENDIX

Interview Summaries

P

Four-Year leerei Arts colleges

(1) 400-500 Freshmen, 80% from Minnesota
SAT required

Uses of Tests .
e — . Lo . . 3 ; A e 1

VoLt

Admission: - Admit or MSAT and Hgh School Rank. Only SAT requlired
by entrance RO

SAT-V stressed for students except for those going
into math and sc!ence. :

SAT-M used for advanced math p!acement
I all students came from Mlnnesota, could use MSAT
S sole]y AR T . T T IO

Financlal Aid: MSAT used In financlal ald -~ speeds declsions

Comment e S R
PR S N S S

Early avallability of MSAT Is of value since school gets Inquiries In
summer. Need early, by early August, at least by end of August.

Loss of MSAT would hurt program alot, AT I L
(2) 340 Freshmen, 503 from Minnesota AL
SAT requlred o ~uwiirn o't risaipres’ oo 33 J i !
Cait e o TR LT T e anadr ooy el G
Usos of Tests
gD o Snd b d sinany shveaazy v b rlug &

Recrulting: Results of SWIP of use (use data for preliminary screen-
ing) to determine thoe who have expressed an Interest In
the college and have abllity as Indlcdted by scores on
MSAT and High School rank,

SN sisiomel of ceanrant sat oo atole
ybicartizace Uic This use new since last September. Prompted by a drop
in enrollment. _ o

RICL B EREEST YUL NEFCT IR PO WA SeFuE IR R taarze it

Pre-Admission:Check on reeammandatlons (e.9., athletes) with MSAT

tAn st J(.a,’ﬁdl oty 22 DE viaad 1D 850y

Admissions:  SAT part of admissions declsion--relations between SAT
and High School rank, MSAT significant early decislon

tool.

shiniz s diinoiezic o af
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Appendix~-interview Summaries
Four-Year Lib, Arts Colleges, cont'd
Page 2

Advising: Questlonnalre data would be extremely valuab!e for the
Indlvidual. _
Financial Ald:HSR and SAT are indices fqr_freshmen scholarshiﬁs. |
Comment | a o o
List of college chuices speclally valuaﬁls: ;
(3) 400 Freshmen, 20-25% from Mlnnesotal
SAT and achlevement tests (Engllsh anitwo others) roquired
Uses of Tests - C

Recrulting:. . No PGA now . : %
College cholce Iist wrlte those

Pre-admisslon:Check on recommended students
Predlict 1ikellhood of Mlnnesota scHolarshlp o

Admlsslontﬂu lelted admlsslons use of MSAT based on SAT

Comment B AU S BRI e

Use Justifles thse 1lmited cost.
Class rank could be used

- R RIUENY N VT
{4) 800 Freshmen. 582 from Munnesota P e
Elther ACT or SAT required L Ty e BN i
Uses of Tests _ P S TREIE R I

Recrulting: Letter sent to those designating the college as cholces;
in letter mention flnanclal ald If qualified,

Results reviewed for posslbla candldates Ih the geographlc

VTR Vlc‘nlty. San b ooe e oo 3 : I A lu_;i' LN
A ey r' e hoaetaey g cwdd e Y EREARICE b SN
(9 F s Rellglous preferencas revleued. 4 ..wht; il
Curz U b

Pre-admlsslon Especlally helpfut teol for response to Inqulrles--saves
an’y ¢ oy student time and money be b‘lng ablo to respond speclflcally.
‘a A P ERA R .
Admission: . Elther ACT or SAT used for admlsslons -
T 1) HSAT used equally. whe other test results not avntlable in
. cases "of early admissfon. This Is a falrly frequent
1°2 naew,i. hoppenlng. «~oi-i.v snicsi be fee gaea 18 o teroirdn BB
poiaisoh vines dousiiiagie Yo otpsa boaots? ﬁﬂ“‘Lﬂw
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Appendix-Interview Summaries
Four-Year Lib. Arts Colleges, cont'd
Page 3

Comment

Timing of SW program especiaily valuable, Should be an 'nvaluable tool
for the high school counselor. A most significant tnstru-ent for this
college, Are considering ways of wsing more of the questlionnalre infor-
mation,

(5) 226-260 FEeshmen. 562 frem Minnesota
ACT requlired -
Uses of Tests

Admisslon: Admit on ACT, HS Grades, HS Counselor Recommendatlons

1

Interpret MSAT relative to AcY If low ArT

Placement: ACT used for math and sclence placement
4o Y CoL . :
Comment

U PN o

Ouplication among testing prograds could be reduced.
(6) 600 Froshmen, 69% from Minnesota 'vr," : =y; e

SAT requlred - S e
Conslderlng accepting either ACT or SAT

SPTSNLIES et e

Uses of Tests

!,!, e L T

T
I

Recrulting- Letters of information sent to students who Indicate the
; junrtoi. college as thelr prefrence and are admissible, to those
indlcating appropriate religious preference and in the
upper quarter on abllity Indices; and to a selected group
of high abllity. o )
O L T S M S o S
Pre-admission:Response to inquiries and reccmmendat!ons varies greatly
according to Statewide Program data. EEEER A BRI

Admission: - HS rank considered as most important but not sufficient
in itself, MSAT considered with other test data es ecia!-

aeotics o 1y In cases were there Is-a discrepancy, - A few ear y
' admlsslons based on MSAT, i ¢ .1y day 3.
Financlal Ald:Use of SAT and MSAT i :: “v.i s O S A
Comment SETTTRTI TS B R L ISR L A
Value of Statewide Program so great, It is hard to measure--probably * '~

equivalent to one additional man in the admissions office.

21
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Appendix~interview Summaries
Four-Year Liberal Arts Colieges, cont’'d
Page &

275 Freshmen, 80% from Minnesota
SAT required plus language and hlgher level matHematlcs for placement.
Uses of Tests . ‘

Recrulting: Statewlde results used as a. screening tool for contact
letters and recrultim of speclal students,

Admissfon: Admissions and financial ald based on ACT predlctlon
equation,

600 Freshmen, 50% from Mlnnesotak

SAT and Engllsh and two other achlevement tests requlred

Uses of Tests ‘ _
. b S e

Recrulting: Top scorers selected. Do not use college choice list.

Pre-admission:MSAT used in counsellng. .
Admission: SAT used fon admlsslons
MSAT, ACT, achlievement tests, and others may clarify
borderllne cases,
Religious afflluatlon not necesSary

yoroo 7

Financlal Ald:Given primarily on basls of SAT and Engllsh achlevement

Comment
B P RGN T SN L S PR T B N N y b pooate .
Program provides an essential tool, would not want to do wlthout it.
Need high school name and town. oy e LR
Emphasls on. the value of inulty of data. 2 --.':‘afu
220 Freshmen, 85% from Hlnnesota
Clapeese a froar sy R ey e bl e SRR
SAT required - - . Loyon oot R IS B
Uses of Tests o T R T S ORI P
TR EEEIA D FYRPLE I AVRDITIC PSS VAL S PN AN A .
R“'“"'ng° i Brochure sent to students expresslng cholte of college
" or rellglous preferehcs, . ' . T pdicivs
Admlssion: SAT usually used. Admit on HSR and MSAT If SAT Is not In.
350-375 Freshmen, 65% from Minnesota

SAT required . - i T TS LR

i 3 L « Y I |
CyE ey W Poern g A
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Uses of Tests

Recrulting: Letter based on MSAT list Is most successful recrulting
tool. Need test score as well as HSR. contact academ-
lcatly acceptable students with appropriate rellglous
preference. Also thae with occupational preferences In .
areas In which the college offers speclal programs.

Admissions: Based on SAT and HSR. MSAT helpful also. Early provlslonal
acceptance often based on MSAT, More than one test score
desirable, : : o

Comment

5tf°"9|Y favor prosent program.
(12) 430 Freshmen, A5% from Minnesota -~ '

SAT required; achievement tests requested fo' advanced placement in
English or forelgn language. SRS

Uses of Tests

Recrultlng. List of students Interested In the college 1Is most helpful.
i ¢ . These students are sent’ a 3peclal letter with more lnfor-
mation about the collkge, - .

Fre-admlsslon:MSAT used in encouraging or discouraging Inquirles and. .~
recommendations. Real service to students because It
enables responses to bs made with considerable assure
ance, -

Admission: SAT used, MSAT and ACT used, when avallable. to relnforce -

t. .t .+ other Information, -

1

(13) 200 Freshmen, 25% from Hlnnesota
ACT required

Uses of Tests
Recrulting: Review HSAT results for college preference--also certaln
well-known hlgh schools used to ldontlfy students for
cio et b contaet, ¢Tiibver e .
High ability students whatever the reglon or high school
also contacted. '

Admisclons: ngh School rec.rd Is welghed about 90%, ACT results about

10%.
2




(14)

(15)

On

Appendix~interview Surmarles
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\

Comment

MSAT useful In contacts.
ACT used in advanced placement.

800 Freshmeﬁ; 504 from Mlnnesota
SAT and Engllsh and two other achlevement tests requlred

Loba
s

Uses of Tests
Recrulting: Two fall mailings

1. Students with satisfactory high school rank and MSAT
who indicate Interest In the college. .. o

2. Selected high abitity group.

Pre-admisslon:Check for Inquirles--mall or vislts - :
Pass along Tnformation to the athletlc department, -
Religton of some interest

COmment
' Usé the statewlde Informatlon extenslvely. Program Is invatuable as It
stands. Cpe U .

180 Freshmen, 87% from Minnesota T S S PR R

0 RS

ACT requlred ';:}ff J;:: P c} A

Uses of Tests

PSRN ey

Admissions: Based on combination of HSR and ACT. NSAT used to contact
students by mail,
o

502 of Freshmen from Minnesota
SAT required

Uses of Tests
| - .;--’H P T O - i SN
Recruit!ng: . contact upper "half of nbl\lty 1evel Coide
Religlous preference used~-v|tally interested in religious
offl!latlon.
omla ﬂ?l. A Lt SR EOTR RN SIS N T I PR P
Comments T B

Nany uses of MSAT--of benefit to sudents ar 4 high schools.

24



(18)

(20)

(21)

(22)

Appendix~Interview Summaries
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220 Freshmen, 10% from Minnesota
ACT required
Uses of Tests

Recrufting: Those expressing interest in the college are contacted,
College preference is the most useful lnformatlon, acaﬁ
demic abllity Indexes less so.

Admlssion: = Based on ACT. MSAT used when available.
150 Freshmen, 40% from Mlinnesota . Lo L -
SAT required
Uses of Tests

Recrulting: Using college cholce list to contact students--makes pro-
gram of value now. whereas not before.
oot "

Admlsslon.' ) HSAT used for cases wlth questtonab!e SAT rasu’ts

Comments L e ur:~.;h', o ‘oﬁ’

-

Do not uet ant of value from program but wllllng to support 1t.
ACT required , - &« oo, o R P U e
Uses of Tests

Dt PR T PUPLI BTN RN R VR

Recruiting: List of those Interested in the school has substantlel

value, o . St
Admlsslons' -~ ACT used. R T RIS ICI U SR ‘:ﬂ%~_""-
Ve ?E 'U‘".J‘{ R .5:” B 'i»"t' 1. . i ! LT |
0ther~ - ACT profile Informatlon used iIn counsellng end for Jorm-

itory projectlions,
502 of Freshmen from Minnesota
SAT required. Considering use of ACT for placement

Uses of Tests

. . i'~~
EEcB IO B RPN T B -,':'."“

‘ . . [ o
b L ionts bean s '*v:,, St

Admlsslon._, Based on SAT~-M$AT uséd In recrultlng. Bt
Comments Llren TAL Lap 2L nC v.trd cn e

Program does much prelliminary work for the college and should be contlinued,

20
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Unlversity of Minnesota e Coo

(1) AFHE
ACT required
Adnission:  Based on HSR . ¢ o i
Comment I LR RSV B D I RSP L P SO
Occupational choice used as basls for contacts with students,
(2) cLA
MSAT, ACT requlred
Uses of Tests ,, ...«: - « . . 1t o
Recrulting: T;p Sthaénts ;A Aégf and HSR aéézéon}acgea; Occupational
+{... cholces used by departments to contact admissible students.
Admission: HSAT and HSR used for admlisslon above an average of 70. -
" Between average of 50 and 70 other Information, fncludlng

.t + ACT scores, is examined, . -, ¢ 7. I

Placement: ACT used for placement In English, math, and chemlstry.
MSAT used In selection for honors program,

Counseling: Beth ACT and MSAT used extenslvely.l

‘ s : e P . B : I
cRar Ao st it i Dokl PLER I P RN it N

Comment T

Early avallablllty of MSAT In one place and at one time makes It most
useful, Influence of statewide resu!ts on self-selectlon Is !mportant

advantage In admisslon process, v wiicncir i ol R
. -1‘1“ )\-“" \,A.Ul
{6) IT . .
edaranant et neweat e
ACT required _ N
R LT I) I REO T D BRI R § 2
Uses of Tests -
Sses of Jests 2panT Ao

Recrulting: Occupational cholce and academic abllity scores In state-
wide program used to 1dentlfy students for contact.

Admission: Based on HSR and ACT math. .. c3n

T -t

Jboveianed od biucse hor seaflos ads 100 Svee waBaTo T fnent e

ERIC . 26
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(7) uro

MSAT required for admission; ACT required for enrolliment

Uses of Tests

Recrulting: Top students fn the local area accordlng to combination
of MSAT and HSR are contacted.

Admisslon: - HSR and MSAT used for admisslon
Placement: MSAT and ACT-English, ACT composlte and local chemistry
test used for placement. MSAT and HSR used to select for
honors program, S N
Counseling: Both ACT and MSAT used.
E;"!mnt M I B

Both ACT and MSAT serve useful purpose and nelther shny!d be droppéd.';

. j o 5 : I }
¥
Qo e ot
aorIa PR I EI T R R R L S O T AN N
d
AN AR I TR P ' i > ;
- 5 oot “ t
i ' [N 14 . 4 ¢ N A ] 1
I 3 PRI S B ¥ T L H
A A
o LR N [T R AP FEESD AL ; HIRAY roe
,vuif‘ i
W o

sUaheeni a2ate da fnoal7iv nozitntrow enldens TN T ogoan i

giontatz me aldatlovs rodunrsolni o0 e bostt Jlo oo 20 i inead
B EARERS REUNA N RONE P SEUE SET R IR S I TR B R AN T

, r Lo R I A
alacn it ropsd :‘L Gl YT FE

TTC IEEER I I A

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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(2) 2600 Freshmen, 84% from Minnesota
ACT Required

Uses of Tests

Recrulting: = No recrulting effort this year N
Previously contacted top 10% on HSR Vo

Admission: Upper 50% In class or equivalent (13) on  ACT composlte
Out of state- ACT 16

Otﬂérivf;fb 'ACT LM used. in sectionlng math classes

- ACT - E used in seclioning English classes
Comment R R T

ACT natlonal comparisons helpful

Little use of elther MSAT or ACT in counsellng. Counsellng‘does ndt‘ f
deal wlith scholastic problems primarily,

{3) 1300 Freshmen, 80-85% from ilinnesota
ACT required
Uses of Tests

Recrulting: Statewide results are used %o fdentify students In
: the geographic area, to whom Information Is sent,

Admlsslon: Top 50% on HSR or ACT composite score of 20. MSAT
used for questionable cases.

Counseling: ACT scores are provided to advisors and are used some
in counselling.

Comment
National scope of ACT enables comparlison with out-of-state Institu-
tions, which Is useful, Need 3ll the Information avallable on students
Value of Statewide Testing Program justifles Its cost.
(4) 3100 Freshmen, 98% from Minnesota

ACT required
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Uses of Tests PR R e R T O T i
Admission: Upper half of HSR ot ACT comnoslte score of 18, Students
’ from the local area granted deferred admission if at the
38th percentfle or above on HSR. About 5% are admltted
on the basls of ACT score rather than HSR.

Placement: MSAT and ACT both used tor placement and selectlon for
honors programs, o
Research: MSAT important component of scholastic aptitude studles,
studles of quality of student In the college and In var-
fous departments Also In studies of dropouts and transfers
P ln. S e s e T e
, . PR . v . ‘\_.':

Comment

'The Statewide coverage of MSAT makes it most useful. Multiple scores
are useful for verification. _ _ o
b Iy et v N t N T 02 e fee

(5) 900 Freshmen
ACT required

Uses of Tests LTI S T

') 1 - . roe . . « - LRI .
: TR BT e) EAVI SR T

Yoy
Recrulting: Contacts made through College Days vlslts

o Lot s S O
e " O I o S

Pre-admission: Statewide results used for pre-admlsslon counsellng and
in response. to early Inquirles

Admisslon: Elther 50th percentlle on HSR or ACT Composite of 16 '

Commuting area--Uppe 67% on HSR or 13 ACT Composite ~™*"
of 13. Out of state--kOth percentlle on HSR or ACT

forore Composlte of 20. . - - Joe 2 et oot
[ACETET VA SO P P S IR TR RS T st
Financlal Ald: Based on need, for accepted students. [
etandan vaoiazionesta na ol gt
Other: ACT not used for placemant. Use for counsellng and

probatlon actlons, retentions. MSAT used when ACT i¢»:% i 1

not avaltable,

Jbhattiog oot
(6) 900 Freshmen, 92% from Minnesota
LR
ACT required . .
ni G O TGN sy Al F ot el i ':?' ERPAS A ?{*““”" NIRRT
Uses of Tests :.. -~ et mEdige EXTES AR Ginfer foob i unan

!,,,.J*OJ LR ?:;l!dﬁ
Admission: Top half of high school class or ACT composite score
of 18, MSAT examined also in merginal ceses or where
other Informatlon is dlscrES{St.
X

vy




(2)

(13)

(22)
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Recruiting:

Placement:

Students reported in the Statewide Testing Program
to have chosen the college are contacted.

i No test use at present

Private Junlor Colleges

Approximately 100 Freshmen, 40% from Minnesota ;f-Jf

ACT requlred

Uses of Tests

Recrulting=‘

ey

g

Maillng to afl studehts of relateJ denomlnatlon on
MSAT test. Also to all lndlcatlng cholce of this
college.

Pre-admlssion: ACT = use In counseling and placement In math,

Admisslon:

Comment

s
L

ACT examined for lower 1/2 of high school class

Testing Conference beneficlal,
National test would be useful,

Statewlde program Is velueble and helpful, should not be dropped.

vy

25 Freshmen, 902 from Mlnnesota

ACT requlred
Uses of Tests
Admisslon:

Recrultfné:

foen, T -
580 Freshmen, 808 from Hlnnesots T o
No tests required. .

Uses of Tests

Recrulting:

RRAERT T
Admlsslon: .

SR - R R

- '
. -t RPN R S P
Sheenr o} 1 L. L 4 ' R RAN w\' 1

. Based on ACT, HSR, and MSAT when avallable.
Letters‘sent to those interested in the college and
to students In the geographlc area served.
. et v)} Lx'lf,'.._
HSAT used ln pre-adnlsslons contacts,
LT 1“‘!‘5,‘<1,

Students expressing Interest In the program or tn
occupatlons related to the speclal programs of the
college are contacted.

'

tY pe ety A8 IR TR HUVY I:‘:if" 0y ”'30'.*.; ' B
Besed on hlgh school rank, e 150D o 1S
SEAY e

aiviid 2b patie

Jhug o h
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Commant ¢

The statewide program Is not needed by this college. ACT was used
but was dropped because scores were nct predictive. ' -

(23) ACT required
VP I ST BT T S L S oy

Uses of Tests e i

Recruiting: MSAT most valuable means of identifying students to . -
recrult, baced primarily on HSR, MSAT, religlous

ti. =1 . . preference, occupational choice in relation to special
programs offered, and geographic location. Seek stu-
dents from the middlec half of the ability range,

" Admlssion: Based primarily on HSAT ACT not requlred before
iv suise acceptance, S A
L S P o

State Junlor COIIeges .

System: 13500 FTE students

ACT required of al! students under age 21 ‘
P ANR S ‘:A‘_‘y ! JEO S S v

Uses of Tests B A A [

Selection: Students from outside a local service area must have .. = <
mlnlmum ACT composite,
RS FREEIES B
Placement: Cutoff scoras on ACT are set for entrance into some -
courses, e,q, transfer English, Oifferential ACT
scores useful in placement, but composite score is ¢
used In predlctlon.
e ¥5 Son Gt rr|’/ 5 RSN DR VRN R PPt aidaarie oo i R
Institutional Study: Test scores ae used in comparisons of schools o
withln the system and comparlsons of the sys- .
tem wlth other systems, Also In following ' 7« ')
studics of leaving students, There Is consld-
e aoewsive o it erable variaton In level of student abllity
among the colleges, S

[ .
L) JO] i “ : P j!li}!"; [ TR B TEY IR

Comments

Avallabllity of MSAT Is ot critica. ACT scores add Vlttle to predic-
tion; the research service Is more valuable thén the test scores, "t '~

Lower abllity students need a diffeent kind of test, such as the GAT8, 72t '
[t would be helpful If such an Instrument were part of the Statewlde
Testing Program so results would be avallable sutomatically, v:l!r =7
ol Lag DIV oal L Setoavnio 2l has ot
aine 03.paviv ste ools o:).wlrar v~ic
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(1) Uses of Tests

Placement: . Placement in Engllsh and math is based on studenrt choice
guided by ACT scores, The tests are not very successful
for this purpose. : '

fnstitutional study: HSR and ACT distributions For transfer and termlnal
S students are obtafned,

Comment , ..\ - ,. . o o Lo : T T

Little use Is made of MSAT results because only a single score Is avail-
able, Not enough use if made of the test results. .

(3) Uses of Tests ‘
e . T ”-.‘.:‘-‘_,Z. o . L
Coun«ellng.' MSAT and ACT scores ae used to give an Indicatlon of
" ‘reallsm of cholce. No screéning or selectlng !s done.

Instltutfonal study: An annual proflle of Student Is prepared

Comment _
Nelther counseling nor instltutlonal study would be serlously handl-
capped In the absence of elther program, ~'

(4) Uses of Tests . ... ... R [;-_:j "f o
ACT Is used to obtain profile of student s academlo ablilty, goals
expectatlons background etc. S e e

CMnt Co 1w\ﬂ "‘ll : N S '..‘.\‘::- s

LS RS I S . .
There Is a dellcatIon of effort In the testlng programs. MSAT serves
llttla purposa. T S A et BLI IR SPIE R ‘ dro T
(6) Uses of Tests | . -'j'aueéi' ]5."_ Conon

Poien o el poe o d D TR
Placemont: ‘e ACT scores used for placemant in Engl!sh sclence, and
. - mth . T __.‘\ C b by

Coment '_ I

The research benefits of ACT are aSpaoIal\y valuable, " The statewlda o
program results are llttle used, ;' v0 2 s3iviey 3in53” o X

(8) Uses of Tests - :i..: RS-I0% B TP R ol B :; Son B BSOWN RN I 'JJ AT ’
sty gy it Yoy v £moar e e b ,»"~i ‘\; N .‘? R
Counseling: . Both MSAT #nd; ACT aro usad as lndlcatlons of student's -
" academic sbllity and achlevement. The SVIB and Ohlo
State Psychologlcal Eomlnatlon also are given to enter-
_Ing’ students._ . I

_;. S A | 32 .




Appendlx-tnterview Summaries
State Junlor Colleges, cont'd
Page 15

institutional Study: ACT profile service important.
Comment . . ..
WOuld be little affect if elther ACT or MSAT were not avallable.

(9) Uses of Tests ,:- - e 'f ?a' .fx-'fﬁ,» sl
Counsellng-“‘Statewlde fesults ge to faculty edvlsors as a guide for
registration. High shool Engtish grades and MSAT formerly
igniao.. . -1 were used for English placement, but there are no estab-
11shed cutoff scores now. ACT results also usad Ip advicing.

Other: ACT activity Interests are used to contact students regard-
ing participation,
COﬂ'nent ~I‘.‘1‘:<“:'1" . - . ‘-v YF'K-.“',',' -5 . DL T '

. ’ 'l o ' ‘ N ‘ o '
leflcult to say how much the tests are really needed. information from
ACT is Interesting and used somewhat, but Is questi~nable if the use
Justifies the effort, ToE

R i LT : . . o .

The GATB Is administered to some stdents for guidance purposes.

(10) Uses of Tests

ey i Jaod i b

Counseling:  Relles heavily on ACT

Placement: ACT scores used In English, math, and develcpmental
readlng placement. .
N TS St o e e
Admisslons: Hlnlmum ACT score for out-of-state students. R

institutlonal study: Statewide results used for enrolliment prediction. L

Halntenance for entire system will make them

Increasingly valuable, Foont 0
Financlal Ald' ‘v - . Statewtde results provide general cutoff for '
TR FRTE LA o '.': . some schdlarshlps. LR

cedn fel egeavetl el R AL
Comment

‘:‘u‘\‘twn"l-'m. paitgerron o fulsre V0 SR FAT priloes
The complete plcture of college-age group provlded by the statewlde program
{s extremely valuable and should not be lost, ' GATB results will be valu-
able for many college students. ‘Any changes that would eliminate consis-
tent test results for all state students would be undesirable because
Junlor colleges get all kinds of sudents, many without prior consideration
of college attendance.

oru ofitil v TAZH Lizwasdny bon nofloepon at el A

e ®

M
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{12) Uses of Tests

Placement: ACT and high schoot Eglish grades used for Engllsh place-
ment.

Counseling: MSAT useful in guldance because it provides early fndication
of academic potential. Until thils year, Ohlo State Psycholo=
gical Test and SVIB glven to second year students., MSAT
now used Instead of : ! o

lnstltutlonal study. ACT research servlce provldes va!uable descrlptlon
of student body.

Conments o S o

MSAT reports useful because of early arrival with college cholce informa-
tion., fInstitution has primarlly transfer students., MNew career progranms
are becoming Increaslngly lmportant, and vvcatlonal tests are needed for
these, . : : .

(11) Uses of Tests

Counseling and placement: Placement ln'remedlal'Engllsh based on scores
on ACT-E, ACT-C and HSR.

Institutional study: Both ACT and MSAT enter into studies of student.
ACT research service Is valuable.

Comment : .. . .
it is sometimes unclear In reports from hlgh schools whlch MSAT norm
group ls used,

(15) ACT requlred for degree students, notfor those In career programs,
v P . : : .

Uses of Tests =

Placement: .. ACT English score and HSR used to route students into -
) remedial English, ACTSocial Studles used to place stu-
dents In reading fnmprovement class.

Counseling: HSR and NSAT useful In counseling, Correlations ot test
g wvionde . scores with freshmen grades lower In recent years than
« -, iti,  formerly, GATB administered to students in vocatlonal
I R programs, NCI and SVIB to nurslng students.
. I o b S

(16) Usas of Tests - _ o N St ~f c'vV‘ i

ACT used In counseling and research. NSAT very lfttle used,

ol
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(17) Uses of Tests

: Recrufting: - Statewide results usel for contacting students in the ser-
T vice area who Indicat the college as thelr preference
or who indlcate no preference but have MSAT scores above
the 30th percentile.

Admission: Admission to nursing program requires minimum score on
. . MSAT-HSR comblnatlon. ACT scores are used as additlonal
Information, : e -

Counseling: HSR, MSAT, and ACT composite score gquartlles are used as
guldance In English registration. ACT subtests are not
differentiating.

Institutional study: ACT research service provides useful description

AT B . of students, Predictions are not used. Instl-
tutlonal desaiptions and studles of terminating
students also belng made through the JC computer
center,

EOLm_\e_n_t_ St o : R IR

The ACT Is timely because It comes at a time when the studeat 1Is think-
ing about college. - Need more pudblicatlon of questionnalre results. The
development of vocational predictors, especlally for students with pre-
dictlons of poor academlc success, it most important.

(18) Usos of Tests

. MSAT: and ACT used in Instltutlbnal studles and counse!lng. A

PR ST SIS B S T S ST PR A

Comment ' e BT

MSAT too difflcult, needs greater range at lower level to be useful
with junior college students, A test of general Information might
be useful at the lover levels of verbal ability, More useful than

anything else would be differentla ptitude measure such as an expanded
GATS,

{19) Uses of Tests

Placement: ACT-E and HSR comblnation used to place students in
transfer or technlical English courses. ACT~SS used for
guldance regarding curriculum cholce,

Institutional study: ACY research service Is especlally useful because
the college hs no local staff or facllitles for
such, Description of student body 1s used for
faculty orlentation,

Jo
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Comment

Mary undecided students need hefp in Identifying'approprlate educatirnal
and vocatlonal goals. Nelther ACT nor MSAT are much help. Statewide
program needs more research and betier presentation to make results useful.

(20) Uses of Tests
Se!ectlon. .. Test scores enter the screening process for some programs,
but not In the form of explicit standards.

Counsellng: - ACT and MSAT scores ued for guldance. The uee varies with
‘ . . the counselor, . ‘ '

Comment

A dlfferentlal aptltude battery wou}d be useful for guldance of vocatlonal
program students. ' - .

(23) Uses of Tests o if._

Recruiting: Students In local servlce.erea with no college cholce

expressed In statewkh program are contacted. o

S troome . ! :

Placement: . - ACT, HSR and MSAT ased for guldance of Engllsh course T
o e reglstrat!on--trans.e'or technical, - Math placement

based on high school courses and grades. °
Comment ) ""- ‘ :.j_ ,’” SR S L
ACT and MSAT are both too difflcult. i:r about one-fourth the students. $O

tow scores are not meaningful. ACTtests themselves are Iess useful than
the adminlstration, format, and research service.




